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COURSE OUTLINE

Course/code: English Composition


Aims and Objectives:

By the time students reach university they should know all they need to know about writing whether personal, academic or professional with the ability to write well-structured messages incorporating interesting and relevant ideas with the minimum of effort. That is the inspiration behind this course to help students tackle writing with confidence.

The fundamental aim of this course is to provide our students a systematic and practical training in writing in English, and to help them improve their lapses in accuracy, appropriateness and organization. 

At the end of this first course, the students are expected to have attained the ability to go about writing  by using the language fully, effectively and confidently in a moderate range of specialized and non-specialized situations.     
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Lecture Planning

	Week 
	Lecture 
	Course Contents
	Assignment/Quizzes 

	01
	1, 2, 3
	Introduction to Sentence Structure 

Basic clause patterns 

Simple sentences-those with one clause

Finding verbs in clauses
Finding subjects in clauses

Finding elements that complete the verbs
The modifiers 

Adjectives, Adverbs, Appositives, Prepositional phrases

Sentences purposes 

Declarative, imperative, interrogative, exclamation

	

	02
	4, 5, 6
	Combining sentences


Sentence types 

Compound sentence, complex sentences, 
compound-complex sentence

Transition words or connectives


A detailed study and practice on their role in 
combining sentences 


A practice in sentence synthesis 


	

	
	
	Assessment: assignment + quiz

	03
	7, 8, 9
	Problems of Grammatical and Effective Sentences

Subject-verb agreement, survey of Tenses: time difference and progressive structures, the use of Voices


	

	04
	10, 11, 12
	Problems of Grammatical and Effective Sentences


Problems with pronouns, problems with adjectives and 
adverbs, sentence fragments, comma splices and fused 
sentences, parallelism, problems with modifiers
	

	
	
	Assessment: assignment + quiz

	05
	13, 14, 15
	The paragraph step by step

Into paragraphs 

Defining the paragraph and the topic sentence,
limiting the topic and writing the topic sentence,
developing ideas for the body, selecting and dropping ideas, grouping ideas in a plan, writing and revising the paragraph

Into revision 

Revising for coherence, conciseness and parallelism


	

	06
	16, 17, 18
	The serious writing I – Concepts 


Introduction to various forms of writing; introduction to 
oral and written modes; pompous, standard, colloquial 
and sub-standard writing; introduction to writing style 
and register 


	

	
	
	M I D–T E R M 
E X A M
	

	07
	19, 20, 21
	The serious writing – Practice I 


Description, narration, exposition 


	

	08
	22, 23, 24
	The serious writing – Practice II

Exposition (writing definition comparison/contrast essay 

Explaining tables and graphs 


	

	
	
	Assessment: assignment and quiz

	09
	25, 26, 27
	Mechanics 

Punctuation, spelling, basic prepositions, formats: letter, memo, report and proposal, capitalization, abbreviations, numbers, italics and underlining, the hyphen 


	

	
	
	Assessment: Quiz

	10
	28, 29, 30
	Business Writing I

Introduction to business style and register, general characteristics of business writing, writing non-sensitive messages


	

	12
	34, 35, 36
	Business Writing II

Writing sensitive messages 

Employment communication: cover letter and resume

 
	

	
	
	Assessment: Assignment and quiz

	13
	37, 38, 39
	Support Areas 

Writing summaries and précis, reading comprehension, using dictionaries as writer’s recourse, using libraries for research 


	

	Zero
	Throughout 
	Vocabulary development 

Word formation and word choice, important false friends, important idioms and common expressions (a selected list)

Important phrasal verbs (a selected list)  


	

	
	
	E N D - T E R M 
E X A M
	


Assessment:

Students will be assessed through the various combined and coordinated elements of assessment including observations of student’s seatwork and homework, voluntary responses and answers to questions, quizzes and house examinations. However the assessment brake-up is as under:

